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Abstract:

This article is an Arabic translation of the original paper written by Emanuela

Fabbricotti from the Universita of Degli Studi G.D>Annunzio», Chieti, Italy. It was
published in the Journal of Libyan Studies/ London, 1993 volume 24, pages 2733-.

The paper deals with the study of the plant of Silphium in ancient art. This important
plant appeared in the Cyrenaica region, mainly in Cyrene city. The article provides
evidence of the history of the plantys appearance based on ancient sources.
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The article also investigates the characteristics of the Silphium plant and its fruits
through archaeological evidence of the plant engraved on coins, capitals, statues, and
others. Moreover, it reveals symbols that closely resemble the plant of Silphium found
in some sites outside the Cyrenaica region, such as the ones found in (Cnossos).

The author confirms through the study that Silphium was the source of wealth in
Cyrene, and that it not only brought it money and wealth, but was also an effective
treatment for many diseases. The article concludes that the depiction of Silphium
on coins, capitals, and others was not just simple and meanless symbols, but as a
demonstration of the great political, economic, and medical power of Cyrene.
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