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Abstract

In Roman law, the concept of adoption referred to a legal process through which an
individual could become a member of a family without a biological connection. Adoption
served various purposes in Roman society, including property transfer, lineage
continuity, and the appointment of heirs.

Roman adoption was primarily governed by the principles of patria potestas,
granting the male head of the family extensive authority and control over his
descendants. Adoption was seen as a means to expand this authority and ensure the
continuity of the family lineage. However, it is important to note that adoption was not
limited to the elite or wealthy classes and was accessible to individuals from various
social standings.

There were several recognized types of adoption under Roman law, each with its
own conditions and legal consequences. The adopted individual would acquire the legal
rights and obligations of a biological child within the adoptive family. They would also
gain inheritance rights, allowing them to inherit the properties from their adoptive
family, while losing any inheritance rights they had in their biological family.

Roman adoption could also have broader societal implications. It could serve
political purposes, as seen in cases where emperors adopted heirs to ensure a smooth
succession. It could also be used to strengthen alliances between families or guarantee
the continuity of a wealthy family's name and wealth.

Keywords: society, law, Roman, family
While Roman adoption had its own specific legal framework, it influenced subsequent
legal systems, including those in various European countries. The principles and
concepts of Roman adoption played a role in the development of modern adoption laws
and practices. Today, adoption remains a legal process through which individuals can
become part of a family without any biological connection.
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