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Abstract

This historical study aims to determine the time period in which the
kings of the Royal Cemetery of Ur ruled, shedding light on the ancient
Kingdom of Ur. By presenting the diverse perspectives of researchers,
archaeologists, and historians—many of whom based their analyses on
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the artifacts and remains excavated from the Royal Cemetery of Ur—this
study offers a comprehensive view of this significant archaeological site.
The cemetery contains human and animal remains as well as various
artifacts, including furniture, weapons, pottery, golden helmets,
metalwork, cups, decorative items, silver and wooden tools, among
others. Archaeologists estimate these artifacts to date back to the mid-
fourth millennium to the early third millennium BCE. Based on these
findings, the most probable timeframe for the rule of the kings of the
Royal Cemetery of Ur is approximately 3500-3200 BCE, indicating that
this Sumerian dynasty in Ur ruled in the latter half of the fourth
millennium BCE, predating the First Dynasty of Ur, also known as the
Mesannepadda dynasty. Consequently, the Kingdom of Ur was governed
not by three dynasties, as traditionally thought, but by four, with the first
being the dynasty of the kings from the Royal Cemetery of Ur.

Keywords: Ur, Royal Cemetery of Ur, Mesannepadda
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